
India Today, July 15 2002

* Hate and Hysteria tt

By Swapan Dasgupta



Hate and Hysteria
A Hindu political identity doesn,t inevitably produce killers

By Swapan Dasgupta e
Co.rrn"lviolence generates strong reactions. This 

Books

Some of this hysteria was understandable. The riots were horri
standard and the intensity of hate truly frightening. More to tñé
erupted after a nine-year respite from-sec-tarian v'iolence. For a
generation that didn't experience the decade of rioting culmina.
Bombay riots of 1993, Gujaral2}Ozwas a novelty, Tñe temptá
consequenily, was to view the post-Godhra carnâge as both a
and an expression of the new Hinduísed politics.

ETHNIC

coNFLlcT Ashutosh Varshney's study of Hindu-Muslim relationships shie,
AND crvrc these pamphleteering conclusions. Making an important distinc
LrFE: ethnic violence and ethnic conflict, he beliéves the "real issue i

HtNous AND ethnic conflict is violent or waged in the institutionalísed channr
n". According to him, there is nothing
flowing out of Hindu nationalist politl,

l"it::i:t::Pends 
on the interPraY be

:::".:tr" -r. with a rigour that has become the hailmark of poriticar scientisr
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*li.h is,.unfortunately, not repticated in lnbia_Varshney lo,

one but not the other. Arigarh, for examprê, has a record of riot
Kozhikode, a city where the communar-balance is roughly tnã iame. He then
Hyderabad and Lucknow and Ahmedabad and surat iä érfròrã-a simirar dive
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